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Foreword

Berklee College of Music has been training musicians for over fifty years. Our graduates go onto successful
careers in the music business, and many have found their way to the very top of the industry, producing hit
records, receiving the highest awards, and sharing their music with millions of people.

An important reason why Berklee is so successful is that our curriculum stresses the practical application of
musical principles. Our students spend a lot of time playing together in bands. When you play with other
musicians, you learn things that are impossible to learn in any other way. Teachers are invaluable, practicing
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about this series: it gives you the theory you need, but also prepares you to pl»v in » hand

The goal of the Berklee Practice Method is to present some of Berklee’s tea
form. The chairs of each of our instrumental departments—guitar, bass, key
brass, string, and voice—have gotten together and discussed the best ways t
They teamed with some of our best faculty and produced a set of books wit]
uniquely prepares its readers to play with other musicians.

Students who want to study at Berklee come from a variety of backgrounds. . ___. .= _ o

but have never improvised. Some have incredible ears, but need more work on their reading skills. Some
have a very creative, intuitive sense of music, but their technical skills aren't strong enough, yet, to articulate
their ideas.

The Berklee Practice Method teaches many of these different aspects of musicianship. It is the material that
our faculty wishes all Berklee freshmen could master before arriving on our doorstep.

When you work through this book, don’t just read it. You’ve got to play through every example, along with the
recording. Better yet, play them with your own band.

Playing music with other people is how you will learn the most. This series will help you master the skills you
need to become a creative, expressive, and supportive musician that anyone would want to have in their band.

Gary Burton
Executive Vice President,
Berklee College of Music

viii

Preface

Thank you for choosing the Berklee Practice Method for drums. This book/CD package, developed by the
faculty of Berklee College of Music, is part of the Berklee Practice Method series—the instrumental method
that teaches how to play in a band.

The recording included with this method provides an instant band you can play along with, featuring great
players from Berklee’s performance faculty. Each tune has exercises and practice tracks that will help prepare
you to play it. Rock, blues, and funk are just some of the styles you will perform.

The lessons in this book will guide you through basic rhythms, beats, and subdivisions. You’ll learn about song
forms and techniques for how to play in a band. It is intended for drummers who are just beginning to take
lessons with their teacher, though drummers learning on their own will also find it invaluable.

Most important, you will learn the skills

1 a1 ~o. 1. ™ E LI i M B sww o OO . _

you need to play drums in a band. Play along with the recording, and

111 1 1 .
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same tunes, in the same keys. If you know a guitarist, bass player, keyboard’
Berklee Practice Method for their own instruments, and then you can jam tc

Work hard, make music, have fun!

Ron Savage Casey Scheuerel
Chair of the Ensemble Department Associate Profes
Berklee College of Music Berklee College
ix
AD

Basics

Before you start chapter 1, you should understand the following topics.

~
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PARTS OF A DRUM SET

SETTING UP

This is a common setup. You may not have Right-Hande«
all these drums. A kit with just bass drum,
snare, ride cymbal, and hi-hat is fine for
most styles of music.

X Stool

Left-Handed Setup If you are left-handed, you might reverse
the drums and cymbals shown in the right-

handed setup.

Hi-Hat Pedal

PLAYING POSITION

When you play the drum set, sit up straight, but be relaxed and comfortable. Keep a mirror where you practice.
and check your posture frequently.

https://www.slideshare .net/slideshow/berklee-practice-method-drum-set-get-your-band-together/9843586#5 11/114
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HAND POSITION

There are two basic grips: matched and traditional. For most drum set playing, you’ll probably use a

matched grip.

Traditional Grip

Matched Grip

BASICS Xi

AD

NIOTATIONI
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Notes are written on a staff.

RHYTHMS

These are the basic rhythms. Beats are numbered below the staff.

Percussion Clef
l Whole note  Half notes Quarter notes Eighth notes

| | I I N e e e e e

Sixteenth notes

| I

I 1 I

12341234 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

Connect notes using a tie. The first note is held for a total of six beats.
| l
| 1
(7] d
J
3 4

1 2 3 4 (1 2

O

HRVHR
Y

Extend a note’s rhythmic value by using a dot. A dot increases the value by one half.

| |

= .

1 2 3 4

Triplets squeeze three even attacks into the space of one quarter-note beat.

Triplet
3
| |
:“:?tﬁﬁ iﬁi!
1 2 3 4

INSTRUMENTS

In this book, drums are notated with a dot notehead (o) and cymbals are notated with an x notehead (X).

If the stem goes up, then the drum or cymbal is played with your hands (sticks). If the stem goes down, it is

played with your feet. Each drum has a unique position on the staff:

https://www.slideshare .net/slideshow/berklee-practice-method-drum-set-get-your-band-together/9843586#5
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Closed }LI)lr—)I?I[;t Cross-stick
Ride Hi-Hat o Snare  (Rim Click) Rim S
J J Ring
~ | | |
JE —— @ —n—

" K

Bass (Kick) Hi-Hat Foot Optional

RHYTHMIC NOTATION

Music that just shows rhythms may be written in rhythmic notation. This is common in clapping exercises. The
stems are the same, but the noteheads are different.

Whole note Half notes Quarter notes Eighth notes Sixteenth notes
‘/\ N II Vi Vi I}IIIIIIII{IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII](
T = e A S e A e At A e A e o o e e e s
T Ll L et ===

MEASURES

Groups of beats are divided into measures. Measure lengths are shown with rime signatures.
This measure is in g time—there are four quarter notes in the measure.

| | | |

In 182 time, there are twelve eighth notes per measure.

S B
(@) ]
BASICS xiii
AD
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RUDIMENTS

All drumming, regardless of the style or approach, is made up of sticking patt

Each rudiment can be viewed as a specific building block for drumming and t

variations.

The rudiments are the ABCs of drumming and when practiced properly, will help you improve your control of
the sticks, evenness between hands, dynamics, and sense of timing.

PRACTICE TIPS

Throughout this book, you will learn rudiments. Here are some tips for making
rudimental practice productive.

1. Always practice rudiments slowly and steadily until the sticking feels natural.

2. When the sticking feels natural, gradually increase the speed until you reach your
maximum point of control, then gradually slow down until you reach the original
tempo.

3. Grace notes should always be played one inch from the drum. Full strokes should be
played six inches from the drum. Accented strokes should be played eight inches
from the drum.

4. Strive for evenness in motion and sound for all full strokes.

Now, let’s play!

Xiv
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“Sweet” is a rock tune. Rock started in the 1960s and has roots in blues, swi
r&b, and rock ’n’ roll. There are many different styles of rock. To hear m
rock, listen to artists such as Rage Against the Machine, Melissa Etherid
Korn, Paula Cole, Bjork, Tori Amos, Primus, Jimi Hendrix, and Led Zeppeli

LESSON

TECHNIQUE/THEORY

Listen to “Sweet” on the recording, and then play along.

LEARNING THE BEAT

To learn the beat, follow these three steps:

1. Start with the hi-hat or ride cymbal.
2. Add the snare drum.
3. Add the bass drum.

The tune “Sweet” has two parts. Here is the beat for the first part:

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
> > > > > > > > > > > >
Hi-Hat
ST S NENRINREN
| 1] 1l | | 1 | 11
EE= = | : : I =—
| 1] 1l | | B il | 1 |
1
Snare Drum Bass Drum
In the second part, the hi-hat part moves to the ride cymbal:
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
ide
FM\] 11 ﬂ “jn ﬂ njl\ | I EEANEAY LANICANTANCA BCA)
1D H i = 0
L~ S 11 1 | | B 1 -
Snare Drum Bass Drum

Play along with the recording and match the drummer. Keep the beat steady. Remember, the drummer is

responsible for keeping everyone true to the time.

AD
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PRACTICE TIP

Always begin practicing a new beat at a slow, relaxed tempo. Gradually increase your
speed until you reach the tempo of the recording.

ROCK TECHNIQUE

When you play the beat to “Sweet,” use a matched grip. Make sure that you are relaxed, and that your posture
is good. Even when you play driving rock beats like this, stay relaxed. It will help you move more freely and

have more stamina.

In rock playing, more important than sheer volume is the relative dynamics between each of your drums and
cymbals. A big sound is not necessarily a loud sound. The bass drum and snare should be relatively loud, and

the hi-hat and ride should be softer.

PRACTICE TIP

One way to think about playing a rock beat is “from the bottom up.” The beat is
grounded by the bass drum and snare. Try playing a rock beat without the cymbals and
concentrate on playing in time.
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LESSON?2

LEARNING THE GROOVE

WHAT IS A GROOVE?

A groove is a combination of musical patterns in which everyone in the band feels and plays to a common
pulse. This creates a sense of unity and momentum. The rhythm section (usually drums, bass, guitar, and
keyboard) lays down the groove’s dynamic and rhythmic feel. A singer or soloist al$o contributes to the groove
and performs the melody based on this feel.

-«

4
e LAV
»

Listen to “Sweet.” As is common in hard rock, the groove to “Sweet” has a strong, clear pulse, and a loud,
forceful sound. The drums play a heavy, repetitive beat. The bass outlines the harmonic structure. The guitar
and keyboards play chords. Everyone uses the same rhythms, though often at different times. This makes the
whole band sound like one unit, or hooked up with the groove.

HOOKING UP

In lesson 1, you hooked into a groove. As you heard, the drummer’s job in a groove is to keep time for the
band.

Listen to “Sweet” and focus on the bass drum and bass guitar. Hear where their parts connect, or hook up.
When does the bass play on the beat and when does it play on a subdivision of the beat? What about the guitar
and keyboard?

LiSTEN @m
S

Play your bass drum part along with the recording and listen for the bass guitar.

1%
===

LESSON 2: LEARNING THE GROOVE 3

https://www.slideshare .net/slideshow/berklee-practice-method-drum-set-get-your-band-together/9843586#5 18/114



3/25/26,10:15 AM Berklee practice method drum set - get your band together | PDF
AD

Keep playing the bass drum, and clap the bass guitar rhythms. Notice when they play simultaneously:

(Clgzz)sGuitar)% ] j ¥ ﬁ v /ﬁ J Al
il

Bass Drum H w 2 w 2

‘»«
LISTEN (b 4P L A Y]
14

Try clapping the keyboard and guitar parts along with the bass drum. As you can see, the rhythms of every part
come from the drum beat. If you play your part steadily and accurately, you will help your whole band to hook
up to the groove. '

ROCK FEELS

The smallest beat subdivision you have been playing is the eighth note, so you could say that this beat has an
eighth-note feel. Many rock beats have an eighth-note feel, but sometimes, they have a sixteenth-note feel. You
could also use a beat with a sixteenth-note feel on this tune.
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LESSON

IMPROVISATION

Improvisation means creating your part as you play. Drum parts are often partially improvised, with variations
to the beat, fills, and even longer drum solos. Though an improvised solo may seem spontaneous to the
audience, there is a lot of preparation that comes before a musician plays it. There are two things you must
know before you start improvising: when you should play, and what rhythms will sound good. The first step is
to know the tune.

FORM

When you are preparing to play a tune, start by learning how it is organized. You have to know where you are
in the music so that your beat will sound good with what the other instruments are playing. This will also help
you keep your place—especially when you are accompanying a soloist’s improvisation, and nobody is playing
the written melody.

Listen to “Sweet” and follow the saxophone. After an introduction, the sax plays the melody. Then, it
improvises a solo. Finally, it plays the melody again.

During the improvised solo, you can still feel the written melody. That’s because the improvisation follows the
same chords as the written melody. This repeating chord pattern is the same throughout the entire tune, and is
called the song’s form—its plan or structure.

A common way to show this organization is with a chord chart. Chord charts don’t show rhythm or pitch, only
measures and chord symbols, which are used by the rest of the band to know what notes to play. Each symbol
(lettet, often with a dash or number) represents a chord. By following the chord symbols and listening to the
other musicians, you can keep your place in the form. The slash marks (/ // /) mean “play in time.”

The chord chart makes it easy to see that the form of “Sweet’ is sixteen measures long. It has two primary
musical ideas: the first eight measures present the first idea (idea “A”), with the €~ A €~ chord patterns played
by the rest of the band. The second eight measures present the second idea (idea “B’), with the A~ 0 A- 0
patterns. This form can be described simply as “AB” or “AB form.” These letters help us remember the form,
freeing us from having to read while we’re performing.

LESSON 3: IMPROVISATION 5
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One complete repetition of this form is called a chorus. A chorus can feature the written melody, in which case
it is called the head, or it can feature just the chord structure, supporting an improvisation. (The word chorus is
also used to mean a song section that is alternated with varying verses. In this book, however, the word
“chorus” is only used to mean “once through the form.”)

LA | € A €— (CHoeO PATTEQN 2ePeATS)

y A V4 y 4 { J y 4 7 r 4 } J y 4 y 4 V4 { y A y A y 4 y 4 I
¥ y 4 y 4 Y 4 y 4 { y 4 F A y 4 y 4 ! y 4 y 4 7 7 E y A F A r 4 y 4 I
D) ® @ ® @
A+
|7 A T I | 7 7 H
I~—7 y i y = v 4 v & H 7 7 7 = y 7 7/ i
A\IYJ 1 | 1 i}
v ) ® @ ®
A s
1” .. I T 1 . |
y 4 y 4 J y 4 | 4 y 4 y 4 r 4 | I 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 1 J y 4 y 4 w A 1
:@ 7 7 y 4 y 4 I 7 7 7 7 I 7 7 7 Y A I 7 7 y 4 7 I
v © (10, an a2
n
|7 ] T I | Il |
:® o J y 4 y 4 y 4 | 4 J y 4 J. | v 4 y A J y A —F J y 4 y 4 Il |
y 4 y 4 7 r 4 I y 4 y 4 r 4 Y 4 I y 4 y 4 y 4 I y 4 y 4 V4 y 4 J_J}
D a3 (14 a5 16

FOLLOWING THE CHORDS

458
LISTEN P LAY

% >

Listen to just the drums and keyboard. Follow the chord chart and notice when the keyboard changes chords.

KEEPING THE FORM

.o

1 B

.
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One of your primary responsibilities as a drummer is to help the band keep a
count the measures, and follow the bass and keyboard as they change chords
bottom note of a new chord, as soon as that chord comes in. Pay close attent
each measure. New chords are often introduced on beat 1, especially at the d
changing the beat slightly to fit each section of the tune.

SING THE BASS

LiSTEN W |

Listen to “Sweet,” and sing along with the bass part on the downbeat of each measure. Notice when it moves to
the new chord pattern (measure 9).

ARRANGEMENT

Your band can choose how many choruses you want to play, and create your own arrangement of “Sweet.”
The number of choruses depends on how many players will improvise when you perform the tune. On the
recorded performance of “Sweet,” only one player solos (the sax), playing for two choruses. Often, several
members of the band will take turns playing choruses of improvised solos. A solo can be one or two choruses.
or even more.

On the recording, the same basic arrangement is used for all the tunes: the head, an improvised sax solo, and
then the head again. There are often short introductions and endings as well.

[isTen B P L A Y]

Listen to “Sweet” and follow the arrangement. This is the arrangement for “Sweet” played on the recording:

INT20 Heao SAxX S0L0: 1% Heao ENOING,

| 4 Measuees || 1 CHoous = 1b Measuees I| 1 CHoeus = 10 Measvees || 1 Cuoeus = 1b Measuees H 1 Measuees ‘l

When you play “Sweet” with your band, you can play your own arrangement, adding extra solo choruses,
different endings, or other changes.

SHAPING THE ARRANGEMENT

When soloists improvise, they must know where they are in the form at all times so that their part hooks up
with the rest of the band. The drummer can help the band keep a sense of form and arrangement by playing
small fills after every group of four and eight measures. Fills are short, often improvised drum flourishes,
usually occurring on the last few beats of a phrase and often signaling a section change. Then, at the start of a
new section, you can play a different beat or variation of the same beat.
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VARIATIONS 1

[LisTen @ P LA Y]

Use the three-step system (see lesson 1) to practice these rock beats. When you can play them comfortably,
practice them along with the recording.

Variation 1: Eighth-Note Feel (Basic Beat)

> > = 2 > > o
Hl_HatJJD)DJJ D JJJ
| 1l .l | 1 1l
. Ca i | =
| | I A | 1D Ca i |
| B i |
1% & 483 08 Snare Drum Bass Drum
Variation 2: Eighth-Note Feel
> > > > >

L)

x|

w DR

sisi)ibin S In
—— ] -
\

J A | B i | | 1] 7Y [ANEANES! 1 |
7k | 1 Il | | 13
| Bi 1 | 11 | ‘
1 +2 + 3 + 4 +
Snare Drum Bass Drum
Variation 3: Sixteenth-Note Feel
B B S Ne e B D D v B S Seitme. S, S Dk B B o= BB 2 D% it T

le+a2e+a3ec+ade+a

Snare Drum Bass Drum

Variation 4: Sixteenth-Note Feel
2e B Eou e S B B B 5,5 B S = sl e B B peiisE B0 ok D
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le+a2e+alde+ade+a Snare Drum

PRACTICE TIP

Practice slowly at first. When you can perform the beat correctly, in

and keep increasing it gradually until you are at the same tempo as

Musicians—even pros at the highest levels—do this all the time, behind the scenes. It’s
a great way of playing rhythms very accurately, and helps you hook up tightly with
your band.
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